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Unit 1. RELATIVES

Lesson 1. THE WISDOM OF ANCESTORS

Communicative area: discussing, agreeing, disagreeing
Active vocabulary: ancestor, stranger, support, trust

1. a) � Read and listen to a poem. Say why family is important.

My Ancestors On the Wall

My ancestors
Hang from the living room walls
Watching us, guiding us
Catching us if we fall.
We are surrounded by love
By history and memories
Whenever I feel alone
I look up and see my family.

 b) What do you know about your ancestors? Where are they 
from? Where / How did they live? What did they do? Do you have 
anything in common?

2. � Listen to teens talking about families. What question are 
they answering?

Rick Kim Celia
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3. a) Read what teens have said about families. Who do you agree 
with? Is there an opinion you disagree with?

Rick. Well. Family is our nature. Children are born into 
families, surrounded by people who love them and care about 
them. If a baby were born into a world of strangers, it just 
would not survive.

Kim. Friends come and go, but your family is always there 
for you because you are tied by blood. Moreover, if you want to 
know who you really are, you have to find out about your an-
cestors, their life and family history.

Celia. Family is where children learn more than in school. 
In school, we get a lot of information. At home, family teaches 
children about emotions, habits, discipline which helps them 
to live a better life in future.

Carson. Family is your support system, not just during 
childhood but also throughout life. They love and understand 
you no matter what you do, they know what you’ve been 
through in your life, and they can always support you. Family 
stay with you in any situation.

Addis. Your family is your circle of trust, that can protect 
you from all the problems in the world. If there’s a bully at 
school or your peers try to make you do something bad, it’s 
your family that you can always turn to. Because your family 
are happy when you are happy.

Alex. Your family is your home. Wherever you go, you al-
ways know that you have a place to go back to. That means that 

Carson Addis Alex
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you are never alone in the world, and always have somewhere 
to go and someone will be happy to see you.

 b) Find the words in the text that mean:

1) strong feelings; 2) to offer help or advice, be behind; 3) to 
provide help or comfort to someone in a time of difficulty; 4) to 
believe, to be confident; 5) to go and talk if you need help; 6) to 
stay alive; 7) people you do not know; 8) someone from your 
family who lived before you were born.

4. a) Fill in the gaps in the questions below.

1. Where can you find more information about your ...?
2. Who can you ... to if you are in trouble?
3. Who is in your circle of ...?
4. Is it easy for you to talk to a ... in the street?
5. What is your ... system like?

 b) Discuss the questions in pairs. Report to the class.

5. Read the sayings. Choose the one you like and explain why.
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You can: 

Lesson 2. RELATIVES

Communicative area: speaking about family relations
Active vocabulary: alike, couple, divorced, engaged, fi ancé, fi an-
cée, husband, in-law, relatives, siblings, stepfather, wife; ex-

1. Discuss in pairs.

1. What is the difference between the words “mother”, 
“mum my” and “mum / mom”? When do you use the word “moth-
er”? 2. What words do you use for “mum” in your language? 
3. What are the informal words for “father”, “grandmother”, 
“grandfather” and “aunt”?

2. a) Divide the words below into groups: male, female, plural (if pos-
sible).

husband, niece, ex-wife, brother, father-in-law, girlfriend, 
grandson, cousin, great-grandparents, mum, wife, fiancй, dad, 
nanny / granny, grandchildren, ex-husband, grandad, cousin, 

fiancйe
fiancй

engaged couple

explain how you understand it;
why you like or dis like it;

say if you believe it’s true or not.
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